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THE RULE ON THE WRIT OF HAEEASDATA 

SECTION 1. Habeas Data. — Thewntd habeas data is a reme<^ available to ai^ 
peraon whcse nght to privacy m life, liberty or secimty is violaed cr threaened h/ an 
UDl^vful act or camssion of a public official cr enq)l<^ee, or of a piivdE individual or 
entily OKjaged in the gaiienng, ccJlectuKicrstcaingof daaor informaionieganiiiKithe 
peraon, fami^, home and conspondence of the sggneued party. 

^c. 2. Who May Fiie. — Any aggri^ed party m^ file a petition forthe wnt of 
habeas data, Ho^^ever. in cases d extrdegal killings aid aifcaued disa;qiearances. the 
p^ition m^ bs filed ly: 

(aj Ai^ nKmhercf theininiedidefomily of the ^ggnejed paily, name^; 

the spouse, children and paxents; or 
(b] Ai^ascendait,<te5ceahlant or colldEralrelaiveofthe^gneyed party 
within the fbuidi civil <tegree d consaiKiuinity or affinity, in (fefault of 
those nKaticaed in tlK preceding parsgr^h 

ac. 3. Whereto File.— The p3Moams/ he ffled with the Regional Trial Comt 
wiKre tlK petitioner or respondent lesides, or thd which has junsdicticai over the piece 
wiKre the daa cr infomidion is gaiieied, ccJlected or stored, ^ tlK opdwm cf the 

The p^ztion m^ also he filed with the Supieme Court or the Couit of App^s or 
the Sandiganb^an when the action ccaKems putJic daa files cfcRweinmBit offices. 

ac. 4. Where Returnable: fnJbrceabJe.— When the wnt is issued ly a Regicod 
Trial Comt crai^ judge thereof, ± shdl be letumable hefoie siKh comt crjijk^ 



Whenissuedly the Couit of Appeals or the Sandiganb^an or arycf Its jusbces, it 
m^ be returnable hefoie such comt or aiy justice liKreof, crtoaiy Regional Trial Court 
cfthepJacewheretlB petitioner or responded resides, or thd which has jurisdiction ewer 
theplaEwheietheddaorinformajcuisgaiiered, collected or stoi^ 

When issued if/ lie Siqaeme Couit or at^ of its justices, it m^ be i^MmaMe 
before such Couit or at^ justice thereof, cr befcae lie Court of Appsals cr the 
SaudigaDb^an or m^ of its justices, or to ai^ Regional Tnal Comt of the plas wheie 
the petitioner or lespondent i^sides, or ttiM: which h£e junsdicticai ojer the piece wheie 
tlK daa or infomiaion is tjaiiered, collected or stored 

ThewnLofhabejisdatu shall be enforceable ai^wheie in the Philippines, 

^c. 5. Docket Fees. — No docks: and cder lavful fees shall be lequiied from an 
indigeit pSztica^r. The petition of the indigent shall he dockSEd and ected iqxm 
immedide^, without paejudice to suteequeit submission of proof of indit^nty net Idfir 
than fifteeai ( 15) d^sficmliKfiliiKiofthep^tioa 

(^ The personal aicumslancescftlK petitioner anl the lespondent 

(b) The manDQ* the n^ to privacy is vicJded or threaened and Ikjw ± 
^edstheri^tolife, liberty orsecuiily of the aggrieved paily: 

(c) The acticns and recourses laken h/ the petitioner to secme the dda or 
infbim^cat 

(c^ The loc^oncf fee files, legisteis or ddidiases, the gcwemnKnt office, 
and the person in chaige, in pcEsession or in contrcJ of the daa or 
infbrmajco, if kiKMTi: 



(e] The reliefe pr^ed for, windi m^ include the updding, recbficaion, 
suppreBsicu or (testmcbon of lie daabase or infonn^on or files kept 
ly the reBpondenL 

In case of tbieds, the relief m^ include a pi^er for an older 
enjoning the act ccsn^ioaed of; and 

(f) Suchctherrelejanti^tfe as aieju&t and equitable 

ac. 7. /ssuaFiceo/IheWnl.— Upcnthe filing of the lEQtion, the couit, justice cr 
Judge shall immedidely order the issuace of the writ if onits face tought to issue. The 
cleik of court shall issue the wnt under the seal of the court and cause it to be saved 
within three (3) d^s from its issuance; or, mcEGeofmgentneceffiity, the justice or judge 
m^ iffiiK the wnt under his cr her own hand anlm^ deputize aiy officer or psiscu to 

The wnt shall alsos^tledaeandtiiieforsunimaiy hearing of lie paction which 
shall Dct he Idfir than ten ( 10) work d^s from the ddE of its issuance. 

at . a Penally for Refusing to Issue or Serve the Wnt— A cleik cf court •/ibo 
louses to iffiiK tlK wnt after its allowance, cr a deputized peison who refuses to save 
the san^, shall he punisled ty the court, justice cr judge for ccitenqt without prejudice 
to other discipJinaiy ations. 

at. a How UieWril/s Served. —The writ shall bs served iqxaitheiEspcodatly 
the officer or psison deputized ly the couit, justice or judge who shall letanacofy cu 

winch to make aietum of service. IncEGeths wnt onnct be seived peisonally en the 
respondent, the niles on substituted seivice shdl apply. 



ac. IQ. fleiurn; Conlenls.— The respcmfent shall ffle a venfied wntten ra 
tot^tlKr with siqqxating affida^ils wiHun five (5) work d^s fnan seivice of the v. 
^inch pencd m^ he reascoab^ extented h/ the Comt fcrjusbfLaHe reasons. The rS: 
shall, among ether thuKp, contain liie follcwing: 

(aj The lavfiil defenses such as n^cikal seounly, sI^e secrets, pnvileged 
commmncajcu, ccufidentiality cfthe somce of infcnnaion of media 

(b] In case of respondent m charge, m pcssession or in control ofthedaa 
crinfonnaionsulgect of the petition: 
(i) a disdcGuie of the daa cr infbrmajcn atout the 

petititaia', tie nanue cf such daa or mformaion, and the 

pmpcse for lis collection: 
(ii) tie steps or acticns laken h/ the respondent to ensure the 

secunly and confideitialfiy d the daa cr informajcu; 



^c) m-hprallpgrfinnijTTJi^pri-tnltipnMgJitinfinfl-hppitv-egHing 

Pi genod denial cf the alleg^cns in^ie petituai shall Dt± he allcwed 

^c. IL Contempt — The couit, justice or judge m^ punish with impnsonment or 
[espondent who commits contenqt 1^ making a false MMm, or refusing to make a 
cr ai^ peison ^\iio ctheiwiw disid>^s or resists a lavful pnDcess cr onier of the 



ac. 12. When Defenses May Be Heard in Chambers.— A heaing in chaiibBis 
m^ bB conducted where the lespondent invokes tie defense thd the rdesee of the daa 
or infnm^tinn in question shall compiomise ndional secunly or Btae secrets, or when 
the daa or informaion cmnct b^ divulged to the pfliNic doe to its n^oire or pnvileged 



re prohibited: 

McQon for fflrtension of time to fi 
paper and other pleadings; 
Dildcay nK±i{Bi fcr postponement 
McQoD fcff* atell (rf paiticulais: 



Third-paity com^^nl? 



tion to dpcl arp respondent m default; 



m of inLedocitcay cadeis or intenm relief 
mandaimis or parihibition sgain^ m^ 



Ec . 1^ Return: Piling. — In esse die respDudent fals to file a raoun, the cc 
or judge shall pacceed to hear the petitionee pjirte, granting the petitioner s 



^c. 15. Summaiy Hearing,— The t^aiiiKi cb the p^ition shall he summary. 
Howeyer, the couit, justice or jutt^ m^ cdl for a pisliminaiy ccuference to sinqjlify tie 
issues and <^EiiDine the possibility of cJtainiiKi stipul^cns and admissions from the 

ac. la Judgment.— Thscouit shall lenderjudgmentwithmten (10) d^s from 
thetimetlKpEtitionissubmiliedfbrdeasion. Jftlealletjaicnsinliiepetitionarepmjjen 
ly sutetantial evidence, the court shall enjoin the at complained d, or order the 
del^cu, destruction, orrectificaionoftlKerrDneousdaaormformaion and grant ether 
lelevant reliefe as m^ bejust and equitable; ctheiwise, the paivilegecf the wiit shall be 
denied. 

UpcD Its fmalily, tlK judgment shall be enfcirsd ly the shenff cr ai^ Isvful 
cf&cer as nk^ be designdfid ly liK comt, justice or judge within five (5) woit d^s. 

ac. 17. Relum of Service. — The officer^K>e:ecuted the final judgnsnt shall, 
within three (3) d^s fmm lis enfbrcement, m^^ a venfied lEtuni to tie court The 
i^tum shall catan a full stdeiDai: d the pinceediiigs uDd^ Hie wnt aid a ccnqilete 
inveitcay of 13ie d^:abase or mfonnaaon, or dtxruments and artides inspected, updaEd, 
i^iified, or deleted, widi copies served on the pEtitoner and the lespondenL 

The officer shall sl^Eiiithei^tumlKJwthejukiiiieitwas euforced andconqJied 
With ly the iespondent, eg well as all cJgectitais {tfthe pahjes i^gadmg the manner aihl 
iegulaiily of tie service of the wnL 



ac. la Hearing on 0|^cer'sRenim.— The court shall sa: the larnn fcrheariig 
with due Dctice to liK parties and at accordingly. 

Sec. 19. Appeal. — Ai^ paity m^ ^jpBal ficmthejudgnieit or final order to the 
Supreme Court under Rule 45. The qqjeal m^ raise questions of fat or latu or hcth. 

The period of ^jpeal shall he five (5) woik d^s ficm the ddE of Dctce of the 
ju<k|mBit or final order. 

The^jpeal shall hegiventhe^mepiionly asJiflbeflscorpirsanlampi]™ cases. 

at. 2a InsHiuHono/'SeporHteAclrons.— Thefilugcf apSitionfbrthewnt of 
l}abeas dabi shall net paedufe the filing of separde cnmind, civil cr administrdjve 

Sec. 21. Consolidation, — Wlen a oinunal action is filed subsequent to liK filii^ 
cfapetifcton for the writ, the later shall be consolidaKd with ate cnrmnal atioa 

Whenacnminal alion and aseparae civil action are filed suhseqiKnt to a p^ficu 
for awnt of (iQbeasdala, the petition shall he conscJidded with the criminal ation. 

After consolidajcu, the procedure under this Rule shall ccrtinue to gtj^em the 
disposition cftlK reliefs in the p^jfioL 

ac. 22. EfltcIo/'FifiFigofaCnminalAciiDd.— WhenacnmmdationhasbEen 
commenced, no sepacae petition fcr the wnt shall he filed. The rehefe under tite writ 
shall be ajailaHeto an sieved parly ly nKtion in the criminal case 

The pnxfidure under this Rule shall govern the disposition of the reliefs ajalalie 
uttfer the wnt cf habeas dflifl. 



ac. 23. Substantive fiigfits.— This Rule shall net dmiimsh, inoeaBe or mcdify 

ac. 2i SuppleOiiy Application of Hie Rules of CoNrt.— The Rules cf Court sLall 
^p^ siq^^xaily Insofar £G It IS net InccaEisteit with this Rule 

ac . 25. Ejfecttvitf.—This Rule shall take effect en Febmaiy 2, 200B follcwing its 
IMhJicaic9iinthree[3) navsp^iascf general drculdioiL 



